
Because talk accelerates learning, 
Speaking and Listening is an essential 
part of every lesson. Share Ideas 
prompts provide opportunities for 
students to more formally prepare and 
present something to peers (and 
others) that gives their voices needed 
space to be shared and heard. As with 
writing, speaking and listening tasks 
encompass a wide array of engaging, 
authentic performances, including pep 
talks, podcasts, panel discussions, and 
oral interpretations.

Purpose

Share Ideas

Writing to Compare develops and 
demonstrates students’ understanding 
of multiple texts. By comparing and 
contrasting works, students consider 
and synthesize multiple perspectives 
on the unit theme or explore how 
different authors establish and 
communicate their purpose for writing.

Purpose

Routine | Writing to Compare

Writing tasks deepen students’ 
understanding of the text, providing an 
opportunity for them to clarify and 
organize their thinking and apply the 
language skills they have acquired. 
Students write across a variety of 
engaging, authentic text types, 
including brief informational texts, 
evidence-supported argumentative 
pieces, and narrative-based works.

Purpose

Routine | Writing

When students Share Ideas they write, speak, and listen to deepen their understanding of texts by examining language structures and engaging in verbal reasoning. 
They produce an array of texts across genres and formats to develop and demonstrate their expressive skills and communicate their perspective, their experience, 
and their understanding. 

Routine | Speaking & Listening
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A Note about Share Ideas
Each Share Ideas task contributes to the Performance Tasks and Performance-Based Assessment. 
Writing, Speaking, and Listening across genres builds transferable skills: integrating evidence, 
explaining reasoning, and crafting sentences with impact. A narrative task might ask students to 
include an anecdote, but that same skill helps them develop evidence or reasoning in an 
argumentative piece later. Help students see the connection between the Share Ideas tasks and the 
later assessments.


